A convenient synthesis of delta(7,8)-morphinan-6-one and its direct oxidation to 14-hydroxy-delta(7,8)-morphinan-6-one.
Synthesis of Delta(7,8)-morphinan-6-one by Grewe cyclization and bromoketalization reaction as crucial steps is described. Introduction of a hydroxyl group at 14-position is demonstrated by direct oxidation with MnO(2) in the presence of silica gel.